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PROCEEDINGS, OF THE FIFTH ~ITZORN1 LEGISLATIVE ASSE~illlY. .• •

SECONP SIT,TING Oi'4 TUESDATI THE 16TH DECEiVD3ER, 2003.

PRESENT

PU R.KHAWPUITHAl'JGA,Pl'Q·,tem Speaker at the Chair, Chief
M~nister, 13:;Min~sters and 24 Members were pr-cs errt ,

GOVERNOR ADrRE~

. 1. rtISEXELLENCy Shri Nnolak Rattan Kohli, Governor t~
addr'es.svt he House.

HOTleN:

2. PU R. KtiAWl.JUITrlANGA to move 'a mo.tf.on of thanks on the
Address of the Governor.

PAl'iEL OF CHAtRiVJ.AN

rrame s of Panel of Chairman •. '
.-, ~ ...-
~--" -~ t .j.:~

~5,~".:.·"'.::.: r~··~:· -,

Members,

.i

Honourable Spe~E;r and Honourable
J/·"';.~-H";

1. It is indeed a great privilage to welcome ryou today
to the First Session of the Fifth Legislative Assembly
t')f the state of Mizoram constituted after the General
Ele.ctions held on 20th November, 2003. I also take
this opportunity to apprise you that the new Council

. o.f lVIinisters has assumed office on 4th De cember-, 2003 •
• • • •10/-
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I gives me an immens~ Sense of happiness to witness,'
on this solemn occasion, the distipguished presence
of a large number of well-~xperienced and seasoned
legislators in this Assembly. Their esteemed presence
has not only illuminated this augus t House but h as-.
also added richeness to the textur~.of this Assembly.
With this Assembly, during its tenure ,.wJll create .
a lasting and an indelible impression in--~hQ..:.:.minds of
those whom they represent, about the role of the
Le gf.s Lat.ur-o in sustainable: all-round development of
the State.

...

3. The just concluded General Elections in the State ex
hibited a stamp of democratic culture not only of po
litical parties but also of the people of Mizoram.
ThiJ Election process was largely peaceful and bril
liant with the participation of more than 75% of the
electors. The General Ele ctions this time was unique
in the Sense that Electors' Photo Identity CC1rds .
(EPICs) and Electronic voti:n,gMachines (EVlVIs) could
be USed successfully :for the first time. Roles of
the political parties~'the contestant's and the people
of Mizoram as a whole in making the Elections success
ful ere highly comnendable. The Non-Governmental
voluntary organisations like YlVIA, HdIP, l"iUP the Chur-eh
Organisations and the Press equally dese-rve comlIleltDda
tion and congratulation for their efforts and meaning
ful roles p Layod in this reg['lrd. All these speak
volulnes of the rich culture, education, tradition,
and socio-.A0litical cons ciousness and tolerance of
the people of Mizoram. The election has thus whown
that democracy has taken firm roots in the State of
Mizoram as in other parts of this great nation.

4. T am happy to inform you that the priorities set by
my Government five years ago have brought about a
significant improvement ~n the financial management

'and economic development of tho State. Declared po
licies and priorities of my last Government were pur
sued with all Sincerity and eatnes~ness signifioan~
prdgress .towards.: s~lf' suffici~ncy In agricultural
and ,hortl~ultt:lral.productions," .dairy:'farm1ng~«nd~·

ti.8her1ee):~·en.v1ronmentand forest development, ru
ral connectivity and development of ghghways, drin
king water supply 1 housing, sports and youth ser
vices, industrial development and export promotion,
art and culture, providing employment and self-em
ployment to our educated unemployed youthS, infor
mation technology, econortic use of bamboo resources,
self-SUfficiency in power, bUilding up of capital
assets and infrastructural development, and above
all, effective maintenance of peaco throughout the
State are Some of the areas in which my last Govern
ment claims significant .achievement with all humili
ty. Another noteworthy achievement has been the
elevation 0:( our Additional Advocate General to the
posi~~Qn of ,a JUdge in the Honourable @auhati High
Court •.' We

..•••• 11/-
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, have also been successful in accessing 1Jlorld Bank As s i.s-:
..v. t.ance .tQ·1: QI.,lr. projects and I JJ.i zor a In , thus, has become

th~ torchb2arer in the North Sast Region in this re
gard. Power- situation is also po Lsod for substantial
Lmpr-oveiaorrt with the 20 l"lW Thermal Power Pro je ct at
Ba.ir-ab L which will be commissioned within this month,
After having obtained all kinis of necessary clea
rances, my Government is also confident that the

'funds r~quired for the 80 HW Bairabi Hydel Project
will soon be provided by the Government of India •

5.

6.

;. . . . . ,',I

Whlle pursuing vigorously the on-going poli~ies and
priorities, my neW Government will also ~mbark on a
task ~f charting out our roads illlead for speedier
and sustainable economic growth of Hizoram. Strate
gies and approache$ for addressing long-term d0ve-

.Lopmerrt needs of the pepple of lVIiAoram should be
worked out with vision .and long foresight under your
able guidance. Our pl8.(+7lirig process will have ade
quate senSibilities to thesoc,ial neeas of the rural
population of 1'/lizoram. Apart from the critical
issues of food and shelter, issues like s af'e drin
king water, good connectivity, better health--care,
0-ld7age security, powar- suppLy and rural· t~lephony

for the rural mass cs should receive dU2 attention.
Th2' ·problem of p rovfdLng sustainable employmont to
rural population and to educated youth -shou.Ld occupy
centre stage. Our omphasLs should als ovr-es t on pro
vidinge111ploymen t and Self empLo ymcrrt to our educated
umem;.-lloyed youth. Lnf'o rmat.Lori Technology (IT) should
be utilised to the, maxi.mum advantage for trans~ran

cy and e-gnvernance and fOr generating empLoymen t in
Mizoram. Our agriculture, ho r-td.cu.Lture,fisheries,
dairy and farming should be developed more and more

. to.enable this sector to absorb ana provi~e dependa
ble and sustainable means of se.lf-emplbyment to a
large numb.rr of our rural population and educated
youth.'. Our planning process will also. give adequate
attention to gender issu.:::sand environmental concerns.
Adequate emphasis will ..be laid on exp Lor-atLon of the
hidden natural resour-ces of lVlizoram. au!" .forest
w8alth, in particular, ",tne bamboo resourcGs] should
be tap;pedand utilised' to;the qxtept ora sustain
able limit keeping in view the gregarious flowering
of bamboo in the year 20 07. My, Government, with all
s i.nce r'Ltoy ahd,.tpenness, will re:LentlGssly strive as
ever bsror-o -for de;velopillent of this state to. a green
island of peace and dcve Lopmerrt ,

With an ultimate objectiveS of making Mizo ram a model
state in India, pt'omotion . of· p(taceaoddevelopme~t in
Mizoram\;.,ill corrt i.nue to be the core es serice of :the
policy of myGovernment....Self-suff.~ciencywill gon
tinue to receive priority. Withth,iS.:'Jective i:n

. view, development of agriculture/hQrt.iculture ~d
fisheri~s sectors will continue to ra.~ive special
attention while exploration and utilisation of ouzr
rich naturai resources will be on the ,hig~ age/n~a

•• 1lI 1 2
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of my Government. l"ly Government will contunue to
pursue vigorously its objectives of utilising its
vast banilloo r~sources by setting up more industrial
units for b~npoo processing. My Gevernment cbh~i~~~ t
t,::mds to review the ox i.s t i.ng system of oxt r-ac't Lon
and sale of pur bamboo resources for evolving a more
scientific method of harvesting and marketing.

7. Road sector fl.evelopment with an objective of corine c
ting each and every rural village by a good net-work
of road will. receive adequate emphasis. My Govern
ment will make all endeavours to provide safe drin
king water in all 't.re villages of Mizoram. Health
sector development will continue to receive focussed
attention of my Government. Information Technology
(IT) will be conveniently utilised for good govern
ance and for generation of employment and selfeemploy
mente Effective steps will continue to be taken for
development of Human Recources in I"lizoram•

..

• ~i.#' IVly Government has laid adequate ernphas i.s on develop
ment of economic and com.ner-cd al. contacts with our
neighbouring countries like Myanmar and Bangladesh.
Untiring steps taken over the past several years for
gradual enlargement of the scope of tborder trade'
to a:_1 full-fledged t international trade I have stared
bringing res ult.s , Very recently, :the Government of
lVIyanmar has accepted and ajproved Zokhawthar - Ri.h
point as its second trading route with India. You
W.:i,.ll be happy to know that inauguration of this trade
'peiht is being held shortly. This will pave the way
for LJpening up.of international transactions between
Miznram and Myanmar, thus; fUlfilling one of the
v.i.s Lons ±t?nshrined in the Mizoram Accord of 1986.

9; f.'1y Government will continue the task of upgrading the
capacity of its employees in the areas of project
conceptualisation, project formulation, implementa
tion anri monitoring so that more and more projects
for development of Mizoram may be conceived and
posed to different funding agencies for financing
tt.:-e pr-o jects . My Gove:c.plll",nt will talze strong ini
tlatlves for providing necQ~sary training to our
employees in these targeted areas thrcugh the
intervention of the Government of India.

10. My Government will continue to take strong initiatives
for encouraging and promoting private entrepreneur
Sh;i.p. Setting up of private industrial units will be

..enoouraged. •
•...... 13/-
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Administrative reforms, good governance, development
of IT infrastructure for e-governance, deve Lopmcn t of
cj:"tiz~n" charters, financial reforms will continue to
redt?iveour attention. In order to maintain the cost
of governance within sustainable limits, stringent
economy measures will continue till pressures on
staters finance are over. In the meantime, ~j Govern
ment will continue to improve the administration of
finances Of. t~le state. The state will also try its
best t~ q.btain,a ~av9urable recommendation from the
12th Flnance Commiss~on.

12. I ~n confident that your collective endeavour and
collt?ctive wisdom will continue to provide not only
a strong and befitting initiative, but also unflin
ching guidance to the endeavours of my oove rn.norrt
towards achievement of lasting peace and prosperity
for all sections of people of Mizoram. On this occa
sion,T also earnestly appeal, to you to work hand
in'han'd with uriityand gopdwil1 in our march forward
for the aevelopmentof ~lizoram.

.ll

...
13. In conclusion, I' conveyrnyheartiest.feiJ,icitations

to you and to the people of Mizoram.l'1f3.Yly:our deli
berations' in this a,ugust House be fruitful and: far
reaching•.

;~L·

I wish you all a marry Christmas and a happy New Year.

Ka lawm e.
Ja~ Hind.

SPEAKER ;".;.
-.1.. Kan Governor z ahawm t a« Address

kan ngaithla a. A copykha han
sem nise.

, --~lbawmthu sawina Motion of Thanks
Pu Khawpuf.t hang a nnen vauangan kan hmu a. Move turin i 10
s.awm ang. ,.

• '1 •• )

'l

.l 1

..•. 14/-

.•,
Pu·R.KHAwPUITU.ANGA Pu Speaker, k a' lawm'e'. Gover

nor Address move he t.Larig hian
ka:dile. 'That the Merrt'6ers of
the 11izoram Legislative Assembly

assembled in this session deeply grateful to the Governor
for the ~ddress which h2 has been pl~ased to deliver to
the Assembly on the 16th December, 2003.'


