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_ SECOND SITTING Oi TUESDAY, THE 16TH DECEMBER, 2003.

- PRESENT

PU R.KHAWPUITHANGA,PPO-tem Speaker at the Chair, Chief
Minister, 713-Ministers and 24 Members were present,

".‘1‘_

GOVERNOR ADDRESS

AIS EXELLENCY Shri Amolak Rattan Konll, Governor t»
- address the House,
L MOTION
2.- PU R KHaW? dITdAmGA to move ‘a motion of thanks on the
Address of the Governor. e
PANEL OF CHATRMAN. |
?;'ITHE éﬁsAKERffygfiénn0qnce names of Panel of Chairmen.
v I N
o L Fo Honourable Speaker ‘and Honourable
Mempers, - L TR G,
It is indeéd a great"privilagesto welcome wyou today

to the First Session of the Fifth Legislative Assembly
nf the State of MizZoram constituted after the General
Elections held on 20th November, 2003. I also take
this cpportunity to apprise you that the new Council

. of Ministers has assumed office on 4th December, 2003.
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I gives me an immense sensc of happiness to witness,
on this solemn occasion, the distinguished presence
of a large number of well-—-eXperienced and scasoned
legislators in this Assembly. Their esteemed presence
has not only illuminated this august House but has:,
also added richeness to the texturé of this Assembly.
With this Assembly, during its tenure, will create
a lasting and an indelible impression in the:minds of
those whom they represent, about the role of the
Legislature in sustainable all-round development of
the State. i

The Just concluded General Elections in the State ex-
nibited a stamp of democratic culture not only of po-
litical parties but also of the people of Mizoram.
The Election process was largely peaceful and bril-

_liant with the participation of more than ‘75% of the

electors, The General BElections this time  was unique
in the sense that Electors' Photo Identity Cards
(EPICs) and Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) could

be used successfully for the first time. Roles of

the political parties,”the contestants and the people
of Mizoram as a whole in making the Elections success-
ful ere highly commendable. The Non-Governmental
voluntary organisetions like YMA, MiIIP, MUP the Churzh
Organisations and the Press equally deserve comnenda-
tion and congratulation for their efforts and meaning-
ful roles played in this regard. Aall these speak
volumes of the rich culture, cducation, tradition,

and socio—political consciousness and tolerance of
the people of Mizoram. = The election has thus whown

- that democracy has taken firm roots in the State of

Mizoram as in other parts of this great nation.

I am happy to inform you that the priorities set by
my Government five yezrs ago have brecught about a

.151gn1flcant improvement in the financial management

and economic development of the State. Declared po—
licies and priorities of my last Government were pur-
sued with all sincerity end earnestnass significend._
progress towards self sufficiency In agrienltural
and hortég¢ultural productionsy dairy-farmingiand.-
fisheriesg énvironmént and forest development, ru-—
ral connectivity and development of ghghways, drin-—
king water supply, housing, sports and youth ser-
vices, industrial development and export promotion,
art and culture, providing employment and self-em-—
ployment to our educated unemployed youths, infor-—
mation technology, economic use of bamboo resources,

- self-sufficiency in power, building up of capital

assets and infrastructural development, and above
all, effective maintenance of peace throughout the
State are some of the areas in whicn my last Govern-—
ment claims significant .achievement with all humili- .
ty. Another noteworthy achievement has been the
elevation of our Additional. Advocate General to tine
position of a Judge in the Honourable @auhati High
Court. We
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22;@@&180 been sucgessful inv accessing World Bank Assis-—
dice for our projects and #izoream, thus, has become

the torchbearer in the North Zast Region in this re-

gard. Power situation is also poised for substantial

improvement with the 20 MW Thermal Power Project at

Bairabi which will be commissioned within this month.

After having obtained all kinis of necessary - clea-

rances, my Government is alsc confident that the

funds required for the 80 MW Bairabi Hydel Project

will soon be provided by the Government of India.

while pursuing vigorously the on—going polities and
priorities, my new Government will also embark on a
task ef charting out our roads ahesad for speedier

and sustainable economic growth of iiizoram. Strate-
gies and approaches: for addressing long—term deve-—

‘lopment neads of the people of Mizoram should be

worked out with vision and long foresight under your
able guidance. Out p‘a}nlng process will have ade-
qguate sensibilities to the social needs of the rural
population of Mizoram. Apart from the critical
issues of food and shelter, issues like safe drin-—

- king water, good connectivity, better health—care,
‘old-age security, power supply and rural telephony

for .the rural masses should receive due attention.
The prcblem of prodelng sustainable cmployment to
rural population and to educated youth should occupy
centre stage.. Our cmphasis should also“rest on pro-
viding employment and self ¢mployment to our cducated
umemployed youth. ¢nformat+on Technology (IT) should
be utilised to the maximum advantage for transgaran—
cy and e—gnvernance ana for generating cemployment in
Mizoram. Our agriculture, horticulture, fisheries,
dairy and farming should be developed more and more

~to enable this scctor to absorb and provifde dependa-

ble and sustainable means of seglf—-employment to a
large number of our rural population and educated
youth. Our planning process will a¥so give adequate

. attention to gender issues and env1ronmental concerns.

Adequate ‘emphasis will be laid on ;Xploraulon of the
hidden natural resources of Mizoram. OuP forest

wealth, in particular, toe bamboo resources, should

be tapped and utilised to the extent of a sustaln—
able limit keeping in view the gregarious flowering
of bamboo in the year 2007. My Government, with all
sincerity and :epenness, will ‘relentlessly strlve as
ever before: for developent of this. gtate to.a green

island of peace and dgvblopmhnt.

With an ultlmate ObJLCthLS of maklng M1Z>ram a modgl
State in India, promotion of pe&dcé apnd development in
Mizoram will continue to be the core essence of ithe

policy of my Government.. Self-sufficiency will con-—

tinue to receive prlorlty. With this ebjective in

“view, development of agriculture, horticulture and

fisherics sectors will continue to reezive special

“attention wnile exploration and utilisation of our

rich natural resources will be on the high agenda
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of my Government. My Government will contunue tho

pursue vigorously its objectives of utilising its
vast bamboo.resources by setting up morc industrial
units for bamboo processing. My Government cdbB®idoe-
tends to review the existing system of c¢Xtraction

and sale of our bamboo resources for evolving a more
scientific method of harvesting and marketing.

Road sector fdevelopment with an objective of connec-
ting each and every rural village by a good net-work
of road will receive adeguate emphasis. My Govern-—
ment will make all endeavcurs to provide safe drin-
king water in all tae villages of Mizoram. Health
sector development will continue to receive focussed
attention of my Government. Information Technology
(IT) will be conveniently utilised for good govern-—
ance and for generation of employment and selfeemploy—
ment., Effective steps will continue to be taken for
development of Human Recources in Mizoram.

My Government has laid adequate emphasis on develop—
ment of economic and commnercial contacts with our
neighbouring countries like Myanmar and Bangladesh.
Untiring steps taken over thne past several years for
gradual énlargement of the scope of 'border tradef

to a i full-fledged 'international trade' have stared
bringing results. Very recently, the Government of
Myanmar has accepted and approved Zokhawthar — Rih
point as its second trading route with India. You
will be happy to know that inauguration of this tradc

_peinht is being held shortly. This will pave the way
- for oupening up of international transactions between

Mizoram and Myanmar, thus, fulfilling onec of the
visions senshrined in the Mizoram Accord of 1986.

My Government will continue the task of upgrading the
capacity of its employces in the arcas of proJject
conceptualisation, project foarmulation, implementa—
tion and monitoring so that more and more projects
for development of Mizoram may be conccived and
posed to different funding agencies for financing

~the projects. My Govegnment will take strong ini-

tiatives for providing ntce®sary training to our
employees in these targeted areas thrcugh the
intervention of the Goyernment of India.

My Governmen? will continue to takc strong initiatives
fp@ encouraging and promoting private cntrepreneur—
Snlp.  Setting up of private industrial units will be

N

senctouraged, .
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11, Administrative reforms, good governance, development
of IT infrastructure for e—-governance, development of

. citizen charters, financial reforms will continue tc
~ % reckive our. attention. In order to maintain the cost
of governance within sustainable limits, stringent
ceonomy measures will continue till pressures on
State!s finance are over. In the meantime, my Govern-—
ment will continue to improve the administration of
finances of tihe State. The State will also try its
best 'to. Qbtain a favourable recommendation from the
12th Finance Commission.

12. 1 am confident that your collective endeavour and
collective wisdom will continue to provide not only
a strong and befitting initiative, but also unflin-—
ching guidance to the endeavours of my Governument
towards achievement of lasting peace and prosperity
for all scctions of people of MizZoram. On this occa-
sion, I also .earnestly appeal to you to work hand
in ‘'hand with unity and goodwill in our march forward
for the dLVLlOpmﬁnt of Mizoram,

o

13, 1In conc1u51on, I convey. my heartiest. felicitations
' to you and to the people of Mizoram. :May»your deli-
berations in this gugust House be fruitful an€ far-
reachlng. .

I
PSS

I wish you all a merry Christmnas and a happy New Year.

-Ka lawm e.
Jai Hind.

SPEAKER c.iong . Kan Governor zahawm taxk Address
: +i . kan ngaithla a. A copy kha han
sem nise. ,

Lawmthu sawina Motion of Thanks
Pu KhaWOulthanga hnvn atangln Kan hmu a.' Move turin i lo
. Sawm ang. o . o
*,Jm ‘

PU R.KHAWPUITnANGA ¢ -Bu Spgaker, ka' 1awm e., Gover—
o ‘ . nor Address move hetiang hian
ka:dil e. 'That the Members of
the Mizoram Legislative Assembly
" assembled in tinis eession deeply grateful to the Governor
for the address which he has been pleased to deliver to
the Assembly on the 16th December, 2003.°! 14



